
Erie County Opiate Epidemic Task Force 

Work Group Monthly Report 

 

Work Group Name: Provider Education and Policy Reform. 

Work Group Leader: Dr Gale Burstein 

Work Group Chair: Dr Gale Burstein and Dr Paul Updike. 

Work Group Meeting Schedule: (E-C Fire Training Academy-dates/location subject to change) 

conference call 11/30 /16. December conference call date TBA. 

 

Summary of meetings/Activities: 

 Dr Updike reaching out to mentor MDs trained to prescribe buprenorphine. Plan to 

schedule next buprenorphine training for first quarter of 2017; will open to PAs and NPs.   

 

 Acute Pain Management guidelines finalized. Will be distributed to Professional Physician 

Organizations. Senator Gillibrand interested to read.   

 

 Next Chronic Pain Management conference Jan 2107.   

 

 Tower foundation funding approved for Adolescent Buprenorphine Training. Will try to 

schedule the Boston Children's Hospital Trainers to come to Buffalo in the spring.  

 

 Dr Lynch and Columbia University researcher developing letter of intent for pilot project to 

start prescribing buprenorphine in EDs.  

 

 Dr Burstein invited to speak@ NY NJ High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area RX Stat meeting. 

Mental Health and Law Enforcement members impressed with Erie County Task Force 

accomplishments.  

 

 Dr Burstein announced NYSDOH grant to fund task force activities. 

Work Group Contact Information:Gale.Burstein@erie.gov, camlesse@buffalo.edu, 

blondell@buffalo.edu, bradmers@me.com, carolynlopez61@gmail.com, 

Donna.Sherman@VA.gov, nuessle.gregg@bcbswny.com, landmarkpsychiatry@gmail.com, 

Judith.Feld@independenthealtj.com, Nivedita.Kohli@independenthealth.com, 
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kmobmiller@amherst.ny.us, nielse@buffalo.edu, kdf@buffalo.edu, pupdike@chsbuffalo.org, 

rhall@buffalo.edu, RBWHITNEY@aol.com, bergerrc@buffalo.edu, 

Thomas.Schenk@healthnow.org, Naldonyc@wnydocs.org, Chalen1126@gmail.com, 

wwalker@goodwillwny.org, psmartin@buffalo.edu, mason family medicine@roadrunner.com. 

 

Support needed? Continue to communicate with and support all task force efforts as needed. 
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